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From the Editor

Janet Vormittag

I struggled to keep Cats and Dogs afloat during the 
pandemic. Thanks to David Fields, the owner of Sleepy 
Hollow Pet Cemetery, I was able to continue publishing 
in 2020. He increased his advertising saying, “us small 
businesses have to stick together.”

Thank-You David! 
But as more business closed, some permanently, 

some temporary, there weren’t enough places to drop 
off magazines. So, I suspended operations earlier this 
year. 

It seems e-readers and online reading are making 
printed materials outdated. With social media becoming 
a key networking device, I thought the time had come 
to stop publishing Cats and Dogs. In my mind I was 
done. The magazine was history. I only told current 
advertisers and rescues, and the people who helped with 
writing and distribution.

A few advertisers were disappointed. A few people 
from rescues were saddened. I even had a handful of 
phone calls from readers wondering why they hadn’t 
seen a Spring 2021 issue.

Then came another conversation with David. He 
told me people missed the magazine…and he said he 
would continue with his increased advertising budget.

The end result: Cats and Dogs continues. 
Another big thank-you goes to Helen Hamler with 

Cannonsville Critters. She was upset when I told her I 
was considering retiring. She was so happy I decided 
to continue publishing she sent me a full-page ad 
welcoming the magazine back (page 7).

I’m excited about continuing. 
However, this issue is bittersweet. Last year we said 

goodbye to Vicky’s Pet Connection and now we’re saying 
goodbye to another notable West Michigan rescue. 
Since 2005, Carol’s Ferals has been one of the go-to 
organizations in West Michigan for Trap-Neuter-Return 
(TNR). Carol and her band of volunteers have been 
responsible for the spay/neuter surgeries of thousands 
of cats, and they’ve also found homes for the “friendlies” 
they encountered along the way. Plus, they helped 
educate the public on the importance of spay/neuter and 
taught countless people the art of live-trapping cats.

You can read Carol’s goodbye letter on page 17.
I loved touring and learning about Pound Buddies’ 

new “pet center” and writing a feature for this issue 
(page 18). I also got to meet the woman behind the 
Country Cat Lady, a nonprofit that rescues pregnant/
nursing cats and kittens, and raises the kittens to be 
therapy and emotional support cats. Read all about the 
Country Cat Lady on page 16.

It’s good to be back!
Janet

Need more 
customers, clients or volunteers? 

Advertise in

Cats and Dogs
A Magazine Devoted to Companion Animals

Our readers care about pets!

Contact us at:
catsanddogsmagazine@comcast.net

or

616-777-0645
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For more details look for Pints For Pits 2021 on Facebook.

2977 Corporate Grove Drive
Hudsonville, Michigan

September 2021
Saturday, Sept. 18

Noon to 4 p.m.
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F u r r y 

P h i l o s o p h y

   By Jodi Jarvis -Therrian

 

Saving one dog will not change the world, but surely 
for that one dog, the world will change forever. 
~Karen Davidson
 

In May, Paula Smith and I went on a lifesaving trip to 
the Humane Society of the Delta in Arkansas. I decided 
she had to be my co-writer for this article.

 We drove 13 hours straight through and crashed 
for a quick night. Up at dawn we headed over to the 
shelter. As we arrived, we saw the dogs lining the street in 
cages, under tarps, behind barbed wire. 

 The staff was amazing. The love they showed 
each animal was so admirable and infectious. 
They go on daily life-saving missions while risking 
their own lives. Stories were shared of struggles 
with the community. Heartbreaking stories of dog 
fighting and abuse. Even instances of intentionally 
driving dogs crazy so they will fight. Breeding for money 
to buy drugs. Abandoning dogs on the road. Using cats 
and dogs as target practice, hanging dogs, starving 
dogs, and more. Dogs left behind have no hope of 
adoption. They must wait for another transport.  

 We started entering the cages with the dogs and 
worked to determine which ones to bring home to 
Michigan. We decided on 12 puppies because people are 
buying puppies every day here in Michigan from back 
yard breeders. Plus, with only 13 crates in the van, it 
allowed us to save the most dogs.

The dogs called to us with their affectionate grins 
and body language (wiggle butts). As we finished up our 
selection, a call came in for 6 golden lab puppies that 
needed out because they were “underfoot.” We made 
room by borrowing another crate.

The next morning, the selected dogs got their 
freedom collars and loaded in the van for the 750-mile 
drive back to Muskegon. 

 The staff at the Muskegon Humane Society happily 
met us at 9:30 p.m. They had kennels, food, water, toys, 
and love ready for each dog. We said goodbye to our 
buddies for the night and headed home to our own dogs. 
It was a trip loaded with emotions. Sadness for the state 
of affairs there and the dogs left behind, but joy for the 
ones headed off to new happy homes. 

 At the Humane Society of the Delta, there is 
barely enough money to cover the basics. What is 
left needs to be for medical care. We asked what they 
needed.  Of course, they need money. We asked what 
we could collect for them. They said, “Oh, we can never 

afford to get them 
toys. They would 
love toys.” 

That stuck such 
a deep chord to 
the heart so we 
had to do a toy 
drive. Dogs are so 
smart and we just 
couldn’t imagine 
them living in a 
kennel (some for 
years) with 
no enrichment. 

 July 1st, boxes 
of toys donated 
by caring West 
Michigan residents 
made their 
way down with a 
volunteer to those 
dogs waiting in 

Arkansas. It’s a great start, but we need more toys. Please 
consider purchasing an extra toy or supply when you go 
to get a goodie for your pet. Those sweet souls in kennels 
in Arkansas would be so appreciative. Please make a 
choice of something that could be durable and washable. 
They love squeaky toys, too. You can send toys, donations 
or supplies to:

Humane Society of the Delta
8480 Phillips Rd 300,  
Helena, AR 72342
 One-by-one let’s make some tails WAG! Each toy will 

make such a difference in that dog’s life. The Muskegon 
Humane Society has made a commitment to help 
with these transports to save lives and bring highly 
adoptable dogs that have no other chance of finding a 
home. They cannot do this without the support of all 
of us. Please keep posted on Muskegon Humane’s 
website for upcoming fundraisers. Go to www.
muskegonhumanesociety.org for a list of needs and 
ways to donate. Have extra time? We would love new 
fundraising friends to help plan fundraisers. 

Every little bit helps. One-by-one we can make a 
difference. ~ Jodi Jarvis-Therrian and Paula Smith

Jodi Jarvis-Therrian (top left), Paula 
Smith and a few of the dogs and 
puppies they rescued from Arkansas.
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The Tails of Two 
Doggies 

Rejected

By Tricia L. McDonald

I disconnect the call with the woman at doggie 
daycare and shake my head as I look at Willow and Ernie 
sleeping on opposite chairs. 

“Really?” I say out loud.  
Willow raises her head and wags her tail a couple 

times at the sound of my voice. Ernie opens one eye, then 
closes it. I punch in the numbers to Mike’s cell phone. 

“Guess what,” I say. “The dogs got kicked out of 
doggie daycare.”

“Funny,” he says. 
I don’t respond. 
“You’re kidding, right?” he asks. 

“Our dogs are the sweetest. A little crazy 
maybe, but in a good way.”

Willow and Ernie have been going 
to the same doggie daycare for several 
years. I started taking Willow to give me 
a break from her energy one or two days 
a week. I was able to get errands done 
without leaving her home alone. When I 
picked her up, she was tired, and a tired 
Willow is a wonderful Willow. 

When we adopted Ernie, we took 
him so he could socialize with other 
dogs. The doggie daycare took photos 
throughout the day and posted them to 
their website. It was always fun to see 
what the little maniacs did while they 
were there. 

In the photos, Willow always, and I 
emphasize the word always, had a tennis 
ball or two in her mouth. This didn’t 
surprise us, as bull terriers are known for OCD (obsessive 
compulsive disorder). Willow’s OCD is tennis balls, or 
any balls of that size. She doesn’t want them thrown; she 
wants to carry them around. Sometimes she will drop the 
ball, nudge it away from her, and grab it again. That is the 
extent of her playing. 

Ernie wants to play with balls like a normal dog. He 
will bring the ball to you, drop it, wait for you to throw it, 
and then retrieve it. However, Ernie is a French bulldog 
who thinks he is a bull terrier—full of unending energy. 
This causes a problem because he isn’t built like a bull 
terrier. He doesn’t breathe like a bull terrier. So we have 
to force him to take breaks or he will have problems 
breathing from running and playing nonstop. There were 
a couple of occasions where I had to ask doggie daycare to 
make him take a break. They would then put him in with 
the puppies for naptime. 

Ernie can also be a bit of a challenge sometimes 

(also known as being a dick). He will snarl at other dogs, 
mostly when Mike and I are around. We recognize this 
could present a problem. So when we dropped him off 
or picked him up at daycare, we would ask if he was 
behaving himself. We were always (and again I emphasize 
always) told he was good. In fact, we were told they loved 
Willow and Ernie! So what had happened?

“Well,” I say to Mike, “let me paraphrase what I was 
told by one of the trainers.” I sit on the chair next to 
Willow and rub her head. Her tail thumps on the cushion. 
“Apparently Willow will not interact with the other dogs 
because she is obsessed with the tennis balls. They even 
took the balls away from her and she still wouldn’t play. 
She just stared at where the tennis balls were stored.”

“Is that a problem?” 
“They think it is causing her anxiety.” 
“But that’s her OCD. Did you explain that to them?” 

he asks. I hear the exasperation in his voice.
“I did, along with the fact that this 

breed tends to be anxious. Didn’t seem to 
make a difference.”

“What about Ernie? He plays, doesn’t 
he?”

I think back to the photos I have seen 
of Ernie with some of the other dogs. It 
appears they’re interacting and he plays 
fetch with the people who work there. 
“They said Ernie seems anxious, too.” 

I can visualize Mike shaking his head 
through the phone. Ernie jumps off the 
opposite chair and trots over to me. He 
jumps onto my lap, gives me a couple face 
licks and settles in for a nap. Anxious? I 
join Mike in a head shake he can’t see.

“Also,” I say, “because of their size, 
they’re too big for the little dogs and too 
little to play with the big dogs.” Ernie and 
Willow weigh in at about 25 pounds.  

“Yeah, but they said Willow’s not 
playing with any of them anyway. So how 
is that a problem?”

I sigh.
“Our furry juvenile delinquents,” Mike says with a 

chuckle. 
“They went straight past detention to expulsion,” 

I say, scratching behind Ernie’s ear. Willow stands, 
stretches and adjusts herself around Ernie so they are 
sharing my lap. “Guess I’m your new doggie daycare,” I 
say, smiling. 

Tricia L. McDonald is an internationally published 
author, public speaker and writing coach. She has 
written and published six books, along with numerous 
short stories. Her new middle-grade book, The Sally 
Squad: Pals to the Rescue, was published in March 
2020. Information about Tricia’s life as an author can be 
found at triciamcdonald.com.
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A special thanks to Noah’s Pet Cemetery & Crematory for sponsoring our page.
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On the Wild 
Side 

with Allyson Swanson

I think it’s safe to say that we are all tired of hearing 
about Covid. For us at WRC, there were a lot of changes 
we had to endure from how we worked around each 
other, to how we took in animals and ultimately, we had 
to cancel all educational presentations entirely. For the 
best, of course, but Educational Ambassador Goliath 
didn’t understand what all the fuss was about. As you can 
imagine, a year of “quarantine” is not what a little falcon 
who thrives on attention had in mind for his 2021. We 
tried our best to keep him engaged but we could tell he 
missed being “social.”

All that changed in June when “Melvin” came 
through our doors. The evening prior to his arrival, we 
received a call about an injured baby hawk. The young 
girl who rescued him called him Melvin and luckily, they 

did everything right 
and brought the baby 
in to us as soon as they 
could. A quick exam 
from our wonderful Dr. 
Vincent and Melvin was 
on his way for x-rays 
and eventually surgery 
to repair a broken leg. 
It was only after the 
repair that Dr. V realized 
that Goliath was very 
interested in this white 

ball of fluff that sounded like him. With very careful and 
supervised sessions it became clear what Goliath needed 
to distract him from the Covid Blues: Fatherhood.

To this day, Goliath has helped to raise 7 orphaned 
baby Kestrels. G (as we call him) is a dutiful father, 
making sure all babies are well fed, groomed and taught 
important lessons that only a falcon can teach. The added 
bonus is that the babies grow up wilder than if they were 
raised by human hands. Goliath’s 7 children (all known 
as “Little G” to the caregivers) have gotten their adult 
feathers and are practicing flying so they can be returned 
to the skies soon. Father. Of. The. Year.

  

Allyson Swanson is a Licensed Wildlife Rehabilitator 
with Wildlife Rehab Center Ltd, 1504 Union Ave NE, 
Grand Rapids. She has been licensed since 2013 but 
started as a volunteer over sixteen years ago. Since 
then she has worked with countless species of birds 
and mammals and has become one of the main local 
resources for Virginia Opossums. She is also the Center’s 
Education Coordinator and does presentations with 
their Educational Ambassador animals. allyson@
wildlife-rehab-center.org – 616-606-5805.

Ask the Trainer

General Human to Canine 
Communication

By Robert Crough

Far too often we just expect our dogs to understand 
what we are saying to them without giving any thought 
to how dog’s process information or how it will be 
received by the dog. We must learn our dog’s language to 
effectively communicate with them. 

Your words: Whatever words you choose to 
communicate with your dog, they need to mean one 
thing and always mean the same thing. Once you have 
taught your dog the meaning of a word, it is important to 
maintain relevance of that word. Keep your dog/owner 
vocabulary strong. Do not just blabber words about. Do 
not get into the habit of repeating commands. Repeating 
yourself weakens the message! 

Tone Infliction: All mammals use low-pitched 
sounds to serve as a “warning message.” High-pitched 
sounds may indicate the opposite; calling others closer, 
asking permission to approach, or relation to pain or 
prey. You need to be very aware of your tone infliction 
when communicating to your dog so as not to send the 
wrong message. When you talk to your dog in a high 
pitched voice all the time your dog doesn’t know if he 
should come closer to you, if you are injured or he should 
eat you!

Body Posture: Dogs communicate more through 
body posture than words. In the dog world, a flick on 
an ear, a quick glance or twitch of the tail all mean 
something significant. It is very important to keep this 
in mind when communicating with your dog, as dogs are 
very in tune with your most subtle body postures. 

A confident body posture where your body is upright 
your head is high and your shoulders are back should be 
used for all “neutral” commands.

Eye contact is another important body posture. 
Once you have bonded with your dog you should always 
use eye contact when communicating with your dog 
whether you think your dog is looking at you or not. A 
dog’s visual field is wider than ours and your dog does not 
have to be looking directly at you to know you are making 
eye contact with him. However meeting a new dog for the 
very first time hard eye contact is not recommended

Following these basic communication rules you and 
your pet will be starting off on the right foot when you 
begin your training.

Robert Crough is the owner of Paradigm Dog School. 
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Country Cat Lady 
Therapy Cats and Adoption Center

By Janet Vormittag

Four years ago when Jen Kuyt’s husband laid claim 
to the pole barn at their new home in Wayland, Jen 
announced she wanted the two-stall garage that was 
adjacent to the pole barn. 

“He asked me what I was going to do with it, and I 
joked I was going to fill it with cats,” she said.

At first Jen thought she might provide a home for 
unadoptable cats or perhaps a feral cat colony. But 
then she took her special-needs son to H.U.G.S. Ranch 
in Byron Center for a session of therapeutic horseback 
riding. While there she noticed another child playing with 
barn cats. That’s when the idea sparked—why not use 
cats for therapy?

“It snowballed from there—I knew the direction I 
wanted to go,” Jen said.

She decided to rescue pregnant/nursing cats and 
orphaned kittens and raise the babies to be therapy cats 
or emotional support pets. 

She applied for a 501c3 nonprofit status. She 
researched how to layout the 600-square-foot garage to 
optimize the space. She applied for a license from the 
Michigan Department of Agriculture, which oversees 
animal rescues.

The Country Cat Lady opened in May 2019. “We’re 
not a shelter. We’re a sanctuary,” Jen said, adding that 
they are no-kill. Kittens who don’t have the personality 
for therapy or emotional support work are available for 
adoption as are the mom cats.

Jen has a “mom loan program” where pregnant cats 
are loaned to her from people who don’t want kittens. 
After the cat raises her babies, she’s spayed and returned 
to her owner.

“Kittens are so much healthier when their mom raises 
them,” Jen explained, but she does have foster homes 
where orphaned kittens are bottle-fed and hand raised.

The garage now has three rooms for free-roaming 
cats and two rooms for kittens. Jen also has a nursery in 
her home.

Jen has about 40 volunteers who help with daily 
chores, application approvals, fostering and socializing 
kittens. As a mother of a special-needs son, Jen knows 
the importance of giving everyone an opportunity 
to volunteer. Her volunteers have different levels of 
capabilities and she doesn’t expect perfection.

Jen said cats help kids work on their social skills. “It 
helps them understand the untold social story so many 
special-needs kids struggle with.” For example, if a child 
is too loud or rambunctious a cat will run away. If they 
want to play with the cat, they learn to be quiet and sit 
still.

Kittens with “elite” personalities are available for 
adoption as emotional support pets and are excellent 
companions for people who deal with depression or 
anxiety. 

Jen takes her therapy cats and kittens to Green 
Acres, an assisted living facility in Wayland. She takes an 
enclosed, screened tent that she sets up where kittens can 
run loose. Some residents just like to watch their playful 
antics. When the kittens calm down they’re allowed out to 
interact with people.

“When I leave I have to take sleeping kittens out of 
people’s hands,” Jen said.

When the Covid shutdown happened, Jen would walk 
around outside the windows of Green Acres with one of 
her therapy cats. “Some residents would tear-up at seeing 
us,” she recalled. It wasn’t until this past April that she 
was allowed to bring cats inside again.

Jen also plans on starting a Reading with Cats 
program this fall at the local library.

Since the Country Cat Lady opened, they have 
rescued 235 felines and adopted out 156. Jen has placed 
emotional support cats as far away as Chicago. Currently 
she has 50 cats in her care and another 17 in foster 
homes.

Two years into her dream Jen finds herself doing 
more kitten rescue than therapy work. During the Covid 
shutdown veterinarians weren’t doing spay/neuter 
surgeries and the result is an overabundance of kittens. 
Currently she’s taking kittens from a trap-neuter-return 
(TNR) project in Grand Rapids.

“This is where the need is now but my passion is 
supporting the community using cats,” she said.

For more information visit www.countrycatlady.org.

Jen Kuyt, founder of the nonprofit Country Cat Lady 
and Mikey, a working therapy cat.
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Thank You for 15 Years of Collaborative Cat Rescue

Dear Feral Friends and Supporters,

First, please let me start by saying how much of an honor and privilege it has been to work with so many of you 
wonderful community cat caregivers over the years. When I set my first trap behind a Burger King in Cutlerville in the 
spring of 2006, I never imagined how far that one action would take me.

If you had said back then, “Carol, you are going to make this your MISSION. You will devote the next 15 years to 
it. You will find people who also care about community cats and you will teach them how to best care and advocate 
for them. You will find wisdom from those that went before you and learn from their tears and triumphs. And you will 
have plenty of your own.” I might not have started, honestly, but I didn’t know what lay ahead.

I never intended to start a rescue. It was just helping cats. Then I realized that I kinda had a knack for it. TNR 
came easy to me. It was like second nature. So I just went for it. 

That being said, I began this rescue while I was in the thick of already doing the work. I didn’t know how to start a 
rescue. There were so few in West Michigan at that time. So, I just did my own thing. I knew I wanted to do things my 
way and people started wanting to help me, so I made the organization official.

Together with an army of fantastic volunteers who poured a great deal of their own blood, sweat, and tears into 
helping me, Carol’s Ferals sterilized nearly 12,000 stray and feral cats in West Michigan. We found forever homes for 
more than 2,000 of those cats and re-homed 300+ ferals in peril to safe outdoor living situations elsewhere.

Together as a community, we trapped mom’s and babies getting them to safety, 
took cats out of walls, got ferals out of porch overhangs and cleaned out countless 
hoarder situations in homes, farms and trailer parks.

We surely did some amazing work together over 15 years! Thank you to all who 
had a part in this. This is OUR shared victory.

Having devoted the last 15 years of my life to Carol’s Ferals has not come without 
a price to me personally though.

Being in a unique position and blessed with a small inheritance from the death 
of my parents which paid off my condo, I was able to sustain my lifestyle and use the 
money left to me to start CF. For the first five years, any monies needed that weren’t 
coming in as donations were paid out of my pocket. I had plenty of money at that 
time, so it wasn’t an issue to invest the initial funds until we became self-sufficient in 
2010 after I put in a $10,000 seed fund. After that point, I didn’t have to invest my 
own income into the rescue, I just gave my time as a volunteer.

But, by not creating any wealth for myself for all that time left me with nothing 
in the bank. So in 2013, I had to start doing both CF work and run my own business 
to survive (buying and selling antiques and collectible dolls and toys). Turns out, this 

is a gift like doing TNR. It came easy to me so I was able to survive doing CF and my own business.
This worked till 2018. By then I felt as though rescue work had eaten me up and spit me out. When I was really 

feeling that I needed a break, I had to discontinue doing TNR as it was fully operating through me. I would have rather 
gotten out of the adoption business at that time, but we had more than 100 cats under our umbrella back then, and it 
was much easier to pay a vet tech to care for the cats and get myself some sense of normalcy, so I took a break for a bit.

During that time, I felt a little better because I wasn’t involved in the day-to-day operations. I am grateful to those 
who helped keep CF afloat while I took some self care for the first time since 2006.

But as all good things come to an end … I had to return. Having been back in the saddle for the past year has 
reminded me how easy it is to become LOST in rescue work. I once again lost myself to the cat business. And friends, 
at 55 years of age, I am not able to go on with all the great stress and pressure running a rescue entails.

It is time for me to close the chapter on Carol’s Ferals.
While I was excited to begin the new CAT FORCE, I feel that I really need and deserve to take care of myself. So, it 

is with so much love and gratitude that I thank you all for your donations, support, positive pep talks, walking side-by-
side with me and helping me through all the ups and downs involved in rescue work.

Thank you,
Carol
PS: I would like to suggest if you wish to help further Trap-Neuter-Return in West Michigan, that you financially 

support Focus on Ferals. This organization brought TNR out of the shadows originally and was a great help to CF in 
the early years and continues to do excellent work on behalf of feral and stray community cats.  

Carol Manos, Founder of 
Carol’s Ferals.
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Muskegon County’s 
Pound Buddies’ New Pet Center

By Janet Vormittag

Pound Buddies’ new facility is only 2.5 miles from 
their old shelter, but the two buildings are a world apart.

“We’re transitioning from a shelter to a pet center,” 
said Campaign Director Jan Jacobs. 

Jacobs hopes the move can be completed by the end 
of the summer. A few cats and dogs have already been 
moved to the new facility, but construction on the back 
portion of the building is still underway. Back orders and 
the need for funds are causing the delays.

“We can only move as quickly as the funds come in,” 
Jacobs said. “We need community support to get us to the 
finish line.”

So far more than $700,ooo has been raised, but close 
to $800,000 is still needed. They have received several 
gifts-in-kind such as flooring, cabinets, trucking and 
sand, which has reduced the amount of needed cash. 

Jacobs added that Covid-19 had a huge impact on 
fundraising, but she’s thankful they started the project 
before the pandemic caused a spike in the price of 
construction materials.

“Everything was ordered before the price increases,” 
she said.

 Jacobs repeatedly praised Hughes Builders for 
their help in making the adoption center a reality. The 
company sold them the building, plus they constructed 
the 8,000-square-foot addition and have donated as well. 
Ironically, the size of the addition is the exact size of the 
old facility. 

The new is 25,000-square-foot facility, 3279 E 
Laketon, is more than three times larger than the Keating 
Avenue location. The design focused on what was best 
mentally, physically and emotionally for the dogs and cats 
in their care.

The new shelter, Some of the amenities include:
* Kennels for the dogs are larger (5-by-8 foot) and 

easier to clean. When finished, there will be kennels 
for 100 dogs including ten suites, which are bigger and 
suitable for pregnant or nursing dogs, littermates or 
bonded pairs.

* An inside training and exercise area, as well as a 
fenced area outside.

* A grooming room.
* Ample windows provide natural light.
* The entire building is protected by a fire 

suppression system.
* A 2-stall garage allows animal control to unload cats 

and dogs inside.
* A separate entrance for animal intake.
* Between the garage and intake is a medical 

assessment room.
* An isolation room for animals in quarantine with its 

own outside area.

* A separate room for strays, which must be held 5 
to 7 days before being assessed for adoption. The room is 
also for dogs held for neglect or cruelty cases and other 
reasons. 

* Each dedicated room has its own air exchange to 
prevent the spread of disease. Plus, they each have a 
washer, dryer and sink.

* A Staff Training and Community Meeting Room, 
which will be available for rent by donation. It holds 20 
people.

* There’s a Community Pantry and Donation Center. 
People can donate pet-related items including food and 
litter, which will be distributed to pet owners in need. 

* A room is dedicated to meet-and-greet.
* Two offices for staff.
* Three rooms are for free-roaming cats. The kitties 

have toys, cat trees and windows to look out. Plans are 
to build catios so they can go outside. Pound Buddies 
is licensed to have 25 cats. “We work closely with area 
rescues to take cats,” Jacobs said.

* A lobby that is part re-tail shop, café and meet-and-
greet where potential adopters can watch a video of dogs 
available for adoption. 

Jacobs explained that it’s stressful for the dogs to 
have people wandering through the kennel area. The dogs 
get too excited. “It doesn’t show their best personality 
traits,” she said.

Continued on page 19

Above: Pound Buddies’ new building at 3279 E Lake-
ton, Muskegon. 
Below: Kennels at the new facility.
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www.quickfixvet.com
Schedule your appointment online

Evening appointments for sick pets
Affordable dental cleanings

Low-cost spay/neuter
Vaccinations
Urgent care

Microchipping
Wellness checks

Common surgeries
Flavored medications

Cryotherapy

Our Mission: To prevent the unnecessary euthanasia of 
healthy dogs and cats by providing quality, reduced-
cost spay and neuter surgeries, and to provide low-cost 
basic services to those who need it.

Shelter Executive Director Lana Carson is excited 
about the new facility. “We love it,” she said. But she 
added that even though it’s roomy and functional, the 
dogs in their care still need homes.

In 2020, Pound Buddies adopted out 452 dogs.
If you’d like a tour of the new shelter call Jan Jacobs 

at 231-557-8268.
“I love showing this place off. Muskegon can be proud 

of this,” she said.

To learn more, to make a donation, or to sponsor 
a kennel, visit www.poundbuddies.org or contact Jan 
Jacobs, Campaign Director at jacobs0414@gmail.com. 

Continued from page 18

Above: The lobby is part re-tail shop, café and meet-and-
greet. Below: Jan Jacobs in the meet-and greet room.Above: One of three cat rooms.

Below: The Staff Training and Community Meeting Room.
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Stop in and visit us at 3604 64th St., Saugatuck, Michigan or 
call us at 269-455-5056 to schedule an appointment.

www.laketowncathospital.com

Dedicated and compassionate care for your furry family 
member is our top priority. In a quiet and feline friendly 
environment we provide:

* Internal medicine
* Ultrasound and X-ray
* Dentistry and oral surgery
* Ophthalmologic surgery
* Feline boarding
* Routine vaccinations and examinations
* Behavioral consultation
* In-house and reference blood work and more

“Compassionate Care 
for all Cats.”
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Feral Cat Support Services

Community Resource Guide

Humane Societies/Shelters

Kent County Animal Shelter
740 Fuller Ave. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-632-7300 - www.accesskent.com/kcas

Allegan County Animal Shelter
2293  33rd Street, Allegan, MI 49010
269-686-5112  -  www.petfinder.com/shelters/MI299.html

Harbor Humane Society
14345 Bagley Street (at US 31), West Olive, MI 49460
616-399-2119  -  www.harborhumane.org

Humane Society of West Michigan
3077 Wilson Drive NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616-453-8900 - www.hswestmi.org

Ionia County Animal Shelter
3853 Sparrow Drive, Ionia, MI 48846
616-527-9040 - www.petfinder.com/shelters/MI342.html

Rescue Groups

Cemeteries

A Feral Haven
Supporting feral/community cats in Ottawa and Allegan Counties by 
loaning live traps, and providing spay/neuter vouchers and food. 
http://www.aferalhavenmi.org – 616-399-1774
a.feral.haven.mi@gmail.com

Pet In-Home Hospice
Heaven at Home Pet Hospice
In-home pet hospice, palliative pet care and euthanasia for 
companion animals
616-498-1316  – doc@pethospicevet.com 
www.pethospicevet.com

Wolf Song Enterprises, LLC
Animal behavior consulting, Animal training, Animal talent
Wolfsongenterprises@gmail.com – 231-744-7141

Pet Training

Clock Timeless Pets
1469 Peck St., Muskegon, MI 49441
231-722-3721 - www.clocktimelesspets.com

Noah’s Pet Cemetery & Crematory
2727 Orange Ave. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546
616-949-1390 – noahspc@comcast.net
www.noahspetcemetery.com

Sleepy Hollow Pet Cemetery
2755 64th St. SW, Byron Center, MI 49315
616-538-6050  –  www.sleepyhollowpc.com
info@sleepyhollowpc.com

Pet Boarding/Sitters
Canine Country Club
In-home pet sitting and dog walking
231-755-3230

BestPals Animal Rescue Center
13888 Blair St., Holland, MI 49424 
Call for appointment, 616-212-3368
www.bestpalsarc.wix.com – bestpalsarc@gmail.com

Cannonsville Critters 
Michelle Hocking — Helping cats in Montcalm County
 989-287-2553 — www.cannonsvillecritters.org

The Cat’s Meow 
Loving Home Care For Your Cat
Jeanine Buckner, veterinary assistant - 616-481-6878

Pound Buddies Animal Shelter & Adoption Center 
1300 East Keating Ave., Muskegon, MI
231-724-6500 - www.poundbuddies.org

Pet Services
Pleasant Hearts Pet Food Pantry
Helping keep pets and families together since 2016
info@pleasantheartspetfoodpantry.org
www.pleasantheartspetfoodpantry.org
1539 Taylor Ave. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49505

Paradigm Dog School
Professional dog training
616-886-4214 – paradigmds@gmail.com
www.paradigmdogschool.com

Continued on page 22

Mackenzie’s Animal Sanctuary  
‘A home along the way’ for dogs in need.  
Adopt - Volunteer - Donate  
8935 Thompson Rd. Lake Odessa, MI 48849 
www.mackenzies.info

Headin’ Home Pet Rescue, Inc.
185 Panther Dr., Holland, MI 49424
616-886-1474 - headinhomerescue@sbcglobal.net
www.headinhomerescue.org

Hearts of Hope Dog Rescue
Until there are none, rescue one
616-366-8455 - rescueofhope@gmail.com
www.rescueofhope.com

Summer 2021  •  www.catsanddogsmagazine.com

Muskegon Humane Society - a no kill, non-profit shelter
2640 Marquette Ave., Muskegon, MI 49442
231-773-8689  -  www.muskegonhumanesociety.org

Pet Tales Rescue
A non-profit, volunteer, foster-based, all-breed dog/cat rescue.
Kathy Brown, P.O. Box 88084, Kentwood, MI 49518
616-446-1591  – pettalesrescueboard@gmail.com 
www.pettalesrescue.com – www.facebook.com/pettalesrescue



Cats and Dogs - 22 www.catsanddogsmagazine.com  •  Summer 2021

C-SNIP 
Reduced cost, high-quality, non-profit veterinary services
Spay/neuter, vaccinations, wellness and basic treatments
For appointment and more information visit www.csnip.org
or call 616-455-8220

Spay/Neuter

West Michigan Ferret Connection
Rescue - Adoption - Boarding  - Education     
Dee Gage,  616-447-2978  -  wmfc2001@att.net
www.westmichiganferretconnection.com
LIKE West Michigan Ferret Connection on Facebook

Reuben’s Room Cat Rescue 
Jeanine Buckner
A no-kill, non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization
616-481-6878 - www.reubensroom.org
catrescuereubensroom@gmail.com

Wishbone Pet Rescue Alliance
Managing the Allegan County Animal Shelter
P.O. Box 124, Douglas, MI 49406
269-455-5247  -  www.wishbonepetrescue.org

Community 
Resource Guide

Specialty Businesses

Veterinarians

Wildlife Rehab Center
1504 Union Ave. NE, Grand Rapids
616-361-6109 – www.wildlife-rehab-center.org

Wildlife

Quick Fix Veterinary Clinic
www.quickfixvet.com
Affordable routine care, dental cleanings, spay/neuter and more.

Continued from page 21

Quick Fix Veterinary Clinic
www.quickfixvet.com
Affordable routine care, dental cleanings, spay/neuter and more.

 In-Home Pet Care 
When You Can’t Be There 

During my 18 years of working in veterinary medicine, 
I realized the need for an alternative to boarding. Thus, 
The Cat’s Meow Pet Sitters was created. By keeping 
your feline friend in her familiar home surroundings, 
you and your cat experience less stress while you are 
away. My first home visit with you and your cat is 
at no charge. Information regarding medical care, 
instructions on feeding and watering, litter box patrol 
and playing with and/or grooming your cat will all be 
discussed. At no additional charge, bringing in mail 
and/or newspapers and watering plants can also be 
done. Pampering your cat in her/his own home is a 
wise alternative to boarding. Your cat will thank you!  
Jeanine Buckner, Owner 

        THE CAT’S MEOW 
                Pet Sitters 

  

            Jeanine Buckner 
        Veterinary Assistant 

            616-791-9696
 Loving Home Care For Your Pet 

BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY

616-949-1390

www.noahspetcemetery.com

noahspc@comcast.net

Wishbone House Thrift Store and Cat Adoption Center 
Household items, pet items and more
165 Blue Star Hwy, Douglas, MI 49406
269-455-5247 

Laketown Cat Hospital
3604 64th Street, Saugatuck, MI 49453
(269)455-5056  mail@laketowncathospital.com
www.laketowncathospital.com

Second Chance Cats of West Michigan 
A rescue dedicated to giving cats a second chance at a healthy 
and happy life.
info@sccatswm.org
sccatswm.org
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