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Tell Muskegon Leaders:
No Tax Breaks for Animal Torture

Mayor Johnson and Muskegon city commissioners are 
trying to give tax breaks to an animal experimentation 
facility. Northern Biomedical Research (NBR) uses 
hundreds of dogs and monkeys in painful, often deadly 
experiments.

NBR is asking for a tax break. The tentative date for the 
vote is May 24.
What you can do:
Tell Mayor Johnson and city commissioners they should 
not provide a tax abatement for Northern Biomedical 
Research.
Mayor Ken Johnson: ken.johnson@shorelinecity.com  
231-724-6701
City commissioners: commissionall@shorelinecity.com

For updates and more information join the Facebook 
group: Muskegon Against Northern Biomedical Re-
search Animal Testing Site. (saynotosuffering)

the overpopulation of cats. “A big part of that is helping 
educate people,” she said. 

She added there are people who feed stray cats but 
don’t get them spayed or neutered. “They have good hearts 
but they’re contributing to the problem—they’re creating 
breeding grounds.”

Hannah regularly sees dead cats who have been hit 
and killed by cars. For her, they are a constant reminder of 
the overpopulation of cats in Muskegon.

Hannah has a passion for all animals. When she saw 
a Facebook post about the City of Muskegon selling land 
to Northern Biomedical Research (NBR), a company 
that uses animals in their research, she got involved. She 
started a Facebook group (www.facebook.com/groups/
saynotosuffering) to connect with like-minded people.

“It blew up and became an unintended project. I 
became an accidental group leader,” she said.

Hannah speaks at city commission meetings and 
encourages others to do the same. She also helps organize 
demonstrations. The group has two billboards to inform 
people of the issue. She also has flyers that volunteers are 
distributing to residents encouraging them to contact their 
mayor and city commissioners. 

She expects NBR to apply for a tax abatement, which 
she hopes the Commission will deny. She said she’s learning 
a lot about government and politics and gets frustrated 
when she gets conflicting answers regarding policy.

She’s hoping NBR will decided not to relocate from 
Norton Shores to the City of Muskegon. Meanwhile, 
Hannah is focused on helping cats.

For more information, visit grimalkinrescue.com 
or email hannahdino@gmail.com. You can also like 
the group’s Facebook page. To help  you can donate 
returnable bottles and cans or help with supplies from the 
group’s Amazon Wish List.

By Janet Vormittag

Hannah Rae Hilborn lives in Muskegon Heights and 
sees first-hand the need for more people to get involved in 
cat rescue.

“There’s a lot of evictions here and a lot of cats are left 
behind when people move,” she said.

Hannah does what she can to help homeless cats 
including TNR (trap-neuter-return). But most of the cats 
she traps are friendly and can’t be returned to where they 
were caught because they wouldn’t survive on their own. 
She has the cats scanned for microchips and occasionally 
finds one, but so far no owners have responded to calls. 

She brings the 
abandoned cats to Faithful 
to Felines, where she 
volunteers, but doesn’t 
want to continue to burden 
them with so many cats.

 A friend suggested she 
start her own rescue. 

“I never thought of 
making it official,” she 
said. 

Hannah is a magnet to 
stray animals. Wherever 
she has lived, from northern 
Michigan to Grand Haven, 
she has opened her heart 
and doors to animals in 
need of help. 

Her plans are to have a small foster-based rescue, 
which she named Grimalkin’s Rescue. Grimalkin is an 
archaic term for a cat. 

In March, she took the plunge and applied to become a 
501c3 nonprofit organization. She expects the application 
to be approved in the next few weeks.

She also started a Facebook page and created a website. 
“The support has been incredible,” she said.

She has received donations of food, litter boxes, 
cages, blankets and more. Some supplies have come from 
established rescues who had extra items.

Hannah currently has seven foster cats at her home. 
Most are in a room dedicated to her rescue, but two feral 
kittens share a playpen in the dining room where they can 
become accustomed to people. Hannah is married and has 
two young children. The family has a dog and four cats of 
their own. The busy household helps socialize the hissy 
kittens, who, after just a week, are starting to be tame.

Hannah grew up on a farm with working cats. “That’s 
where the love came from,” she said. The family moved to 
a home in Spring Lake and continued to have cats.

One of Hannah’s goals for the rescue is to help with 

New Rescue Dedicated to Cats

Hannah Rae Hilborn with 
one of her foster kittens.
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By Dr. Amy Pietras. DVM
Quick Fix Veterinary Clinic (see ad on page 19)

Studies show 80 percent of dogs and 70 percent of 
cats have dental disease by age 3. Some of the most painful 
dental conditions are found in cats as young as 1 year of 
age. What does that mean for pet owners?  It means all 
pets should have their mouth examined at least once a 
year by a veterinarian. If you’re a dog owner, you probably 
get a pretty good view of your dog’s teeth on a regular 
basis. But what about your cat? What do you know about 
possible chipped or broken teeth, or the level of tartar? 
Probably nothing, because cats breathe primarily through 
their nose, which means it is especially important for you 
to seek an oral exam for them.

Most people like to think they’d know if their pet was 
in pain—wouldn’t that be great if we could?  The fact is we 
can’t look at an animal and know if it has dental pain until 
they have been suffering for a very long time.  

Toothaches and inflammation are painful.  Inflamed, 
infected, or otherwise diseased teeth cause damage to the 
jawbone. This leads to decaying bone, lysis, and jaws that 
can break on their own—not to mention watching your 
pet’s health deteriorate because it’s painful to eat. Common 
signs of pain include pawing at the face, dropping food, 
tilting their head while chewing, hiding/fearful, weight 

loss, nasal discharge, ocular discharge, and more. Our 
goal is to discover, diagnose, and treat oral conditions long 
before these signs appear.

Why is dentistry so expensive? Enamel is the hardest 
substance in the body. Teeth are held in place by jawbone, 
ligaments, and cementum. Teeth have from one to three 
roots, all held in place in different planes of dimension. 
Breaking a root is easy to do and hard to fix. Some teeth 
can take an hour to remove. 

Why can’t you just wait until the teeth are really bad, 
so a lot of them can be taken care of at once?  Because 
by that point your pet may have other medical conditions 
that make dentistry far more risky, and you’ll be referred 
to the specialist who charges $4,000+ to do the treatment. 
It will also likely be too late to save the jawbone. If dental 
problems are caught in time, some healing is possible! 
Some jawbone can “fill back in.” Waiting too long leads to 
irreversible damage. 

You can’t prevent your pet from having kidney disease, 
cancer, or a heart murmur. What you can do is put your 
pet in the best possible position to live a longer, healthier, 
and happier life with these conditions.

On June 24 we will be offering free walk-in oral 
exams for cats at the Ionia County Animal Shelter from 
4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. We will also offer them at our Alto 
location at 6330 Snow Ave SE on June 27 from 4 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m.  

Kitten season started so much earlier than in previous years 
and we desperately need people to volunteer to foster pregnant 
cats, moms with kittens and litters of kittens left from feral moms. 
Also, anyone with experience with bottle feeding is also very 
much needed as we are seeing many more young orphaned 
kittens. Pet Tales Rescue has a support team with many years of 
experience in fostering kittens so don’t think you will have to go 
it alone. We supply all the food, litter and medication the fosters 
will need in addition to getting them spayed/neutered, vacci-
nated and ready for their new home. 

If you are interested in becoming a foster, please fill out the 
online application at www.pettalesrescue.com.

The Importance of Pet Dentistry

Pet Tales Rescue is a network of fosters 
and volunteers who work to find perfect 

homes for animals in need.
Our mission is to match pets with their forever family.

pettalesrescueboard@gmail.com 
www.pettalesrescue.com

Kate Hudson and Rani Rose
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Lynette Nevills thought about writing a book but  never 
took it any further than just thinking about it. That is until 
she adopted a kitten who had a rough start in life.

 “When I adopted Tru-Purr and heard his story, I knew 
it had to be told,” she said.

My Name is Tru-Purr, One Kitten’s Journey Home is 
the odyssey of a kitten tossed from a car who eventually 
found a loving home. The story is told through the eyes of 
the bewildered kitten who loses his trust in humans.

“It was easier to put it in his words. It’s fiction, but I 
kept it as true as I could,” Lynette said, adding she had 
notes from the kitten’s foster mom detailing the injuries 
and subsequent care.

It was the foster mom who 
gave the orange long-haired kitten 
his name: “She thought of all the 
treatments I had endured like a 
purring, little trooper. Suddenly, my 
new name came to her. She looked 
at me and said, ‘I think we should 
name you Tru-Purr.’”

The book was published 
in February 2021 and includes 

photographs of Tru-Purr and his animal companions. 
Lynette adopted Tru-Purr and his buddy, Conrad, 

from Lake Haven Rescue in Newago County. The adoption 
process and meeting Tru-Purr’s foster mom made her 
aware of the number of pets in need of help.

“I was never around rescue—never exposed to it. I was 
too busy doing my own thing,” she said. “I never knew 
there was such an overpopulation of cats.”

Lynette lives on a farm in Edmore, in northern 
Montcalm County. She said cats would show up and she 
would get then “fixed” and either find them a new home or 
let them live on the farm. 

After learning about organizations devoted to homeless 
cats and dogs, Lynette decided to donate the proceeds from 
her book to help animals. As of early May, she had donated 
close to $1,700 to various rescues and animal shelters. She 
also donates books to groups to use in fundraising. 

“It’s my way to show gratitude and thank them for all 
of their hard work,” she said.

In May, Lynette was one of 30 authors at an event at 
the Tamarack Library in Lakeview. She sold enough books 
to donate $80 to Cannonsville Critters, a rescue dedicated 
to helping cats in Montcalm County.

“No matter what rescue I reached out to, they were all 
in the same situation; over worked, under staffed and full 
to capacity. I’m hoping my book will send a message of the 
importance of spay and neuter,” she said.

My Name is Tru-Purr, One Kitten’s Journey Home is 
available at Legacy Hearth Artisan Market in Vestaburg, 
Randall’s Old Mill in Edmore and on Amazon.com.

Book Proceeds Benefit Rescues
A survey of C-SNIP’s clients revealed 70 percent of 

them didn’t have a regular veterinarian and would like 
additional low-cost medical services for their pets. The 
survey also showed close to 46 percent of the people who 
bring their pets to the low-cost clinic for spay/neuter had 
an annual household income at or below $35,000.

C-SNIP, founded in 2021, celebrated 20 years of 
service last year. The low-cost spay/neuter clinic, with 
locations in Kentwood and Fruitport, also celebrated its 
200,000 surgery in September.

“We still have a problem with overpopulation,” said C-
SNIP Executive Director Sharon Caldwell-Newton.

To meet the needs of their clients, C-SNIP opened 
a Community Well Pet Clinic where vaccines, wellness 
exams, parasite testing, microchipping and more are 
offered. Dogs can be tested for heart worm and cats for 
feline leukemia virus and FIV (feline immunodeficiency 
virus). Also offered are basic treatments for eye, ear and 
skin conditions. 

“We’re trying to meet the needs of the community,” 
Sharon said. “Spay/neuter is our foundation, but we’re 
increasing access to veterinary care.”

Located at 1676 Viewpond, Dr,, suite A, Kentwood, the 
Community Well Pet Clinic is located directly across the 
street from the spay/neuter clinic.

This year C-SNIP started to provide dental services.
“We’re very excited about it,” Caldwell-Newton said.
C-SNIP received a grant to purchase the necessary 

equipment for dental procedures, which must be done in 
the spay/neuter clinic. 

A long-term goal is to have the spay/neuter and well 
pet clinics under one roof. “It would be more efficient and 
we could expand both services,” Caldwell-Newton said.

For more information or to schedule an appointment 
visit www.csnip.org. For questions, email info@csnip.
org or call 616-455-8220.

C-SNIP Expands Services

Dr. Jeff Adams, C-SNIP’s medical director and lead 
surgeon, performing a dental on a patient.
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F u r r y 

P h i l o s o p h y

 

By Jodi Jarvis -Therrian CPDT-KA CTDI
Certified Pet First-Aid & CPCR Instructor 
AKC CGC Evaluator

“A title says that you loved your dog, that you loved 
to spend time with him because he was a good dog, and 
that you believed in him enough to give him yet another 
chance when he failed, and that, in the end, your faith 
was justified. A title proves that your dog inspired you 
to that special relationship enjoyed by so few; that in a 
world of disposable creatures, this dog with a title was 
greatly loved, and loved greatly in return. And when that 
dear short life is over, the title remains as a memorial 
of the finest kind, the best you can give to a deserving 
friend, volumes of praise in one small set of initials after 
the name.” ~Taken from the passage from “What is a title 
really” by an unknown author.

This describes exactly why I compete with my dog. 
Years ago, I competed in tricks and rally with my soul 
dog Odin J. who is now at the Rainbow Bridge. We had so 
much fun, and I loved spending time practicing training. 
When we stepped into the ring he was bouncing with 
anticipation and joy. I believe competing increased our 
bond and I enjoyed making every memory, laughing, and 
learning from every mistake. I believe the mistakes were 
mostly mine, confusing my dog. I love teaching my best 
friend Olaf the ropes and laughing at his goofiness but 
loving his enthusiasm and the bond we are achieving.  

I am excited I recently achieved a goal of becoming 
a judge in C-WAGS (Canine Work and Games). I chose 
CWAGS because of its positive and fun philosophy. In C-
WAGS if you are too harsh verbally or physically to your 
dog, you are asked to leave and can be disqualified. You are 
also permitted to use treats at certain times, which unlike 
most sports, is prohibited. 

The founder of C-WAGS, Shirley Ottmer, states, “C-
WAGS focus is on the teamwork between handler and dog 
– they are the team. The awesome thing about C-WAGS 
is that the amateur and the seasoned competitor can find 
their place in it.”

C-WAGS offers many options. One of them is Rally. 
Wikipedia describes Rally as, “a course of designated 
stations with the dog in heel position. The course consists 
of 10 to 20 signs that instruct the team what to do. Unlike 
traditional obedience, handlers are allowed to encourage 
their dogs during the course.” These signs may consist of 
many things from a simple sit, to jumps and tunnels. C-

WAGS offers different forms of rally such as Zoom, which 
is a faster paced rally with no stationary signs, such as 
down and sit. Blackjack, a rally like game where you collect 
points equal to 21, picking your favorite signs to do. One 
of my favorites is Grab Bag. You never quite know what 
is going to occur. This is comedy time for the judge, who 
picks thee of the six games listed in the rules and then the 
fun begins. One example is; the handler (you) sit on your 
hands in a chair while you instruct your dog to do seven 
behaviors from your voice only. Another game; your dog 
may carry an item and drop it into a designated area in a 
certain amount of time. The fun is endless, teaching us to 
laugh at ourselves and with our dogs.

We want to get others excited to join us competing 
and playing fun games with their dogs. We especially 
hope families come out, getting the younger generation 
involved and show them the fun that can be had without 
electronics. We, at Dog Blessed, wear shirts with a quote 
on the back that states, “Happiness is not about points and 
Q’s but stepping into the ring with the dog you love.” (Q’s 
are qualifying runs in dog sports lingo). Happiness to us 
is two beings working together harmoniously, with love, 
creating a true team. Ribbons are just a bonus memento.

We not only offer these games but other sports from 
Scent to Speedway, Drag Racing and more. We encourage, 
you, to try new sports and get out there and see what 
makes your dog’s tail wag!! The camaraderie is infectious 
and fun. Reach out with questions! 
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On the Wild 
Side 

with Allyson Swanson

Training Tips
Submissive Urination

All pet owners like to come home to a pet who is happy 
to see them. However, over excitement and over stimulation 
can lead to a puddle on the floor that is no fun to clean up. 
This is not a house breaking issue; this is a submissive or 
excited urination issue. With some solid rules and a little 
knowledge you can stop this from happening. 

There are two times that are critical and are the set 
up for this loss of bladder control. The first is fear of the 
environment. The second is over stimulation. For example, 
fear of the environment can occur when the pup has been 
scolded too harshly for peeing and expects the same, 
which will trigger a submissive state of mind resulting 
in the loss of bladder control due to fear. In the case of 
over stimulation, the puppy is just excited to see you and 
inevitably loses control of bladder. 

There are a few helpful tips to decrease or stop this 
behavior and make greeting your pet a more pleasurable 

It’s that time again! Baby season! We are already 
seeing hundreds of orphans, which really, is just like 
any other year. This year however we have another 
challenge (as if Covid wasn’t enough). Bird Flu. This 
year’s outbreak is considered “Highly Pathogenic” 
which means it spreads rapidly and makes it all the 
more challenging for us as a rehab to navigate. Many 
Rehabilitation Centers in Michigan have opted to stop 
admitting birds at all in an attempt to stop the spread.  
       We struggled with our decision but in the end decided 
for us, not admitting birds did not seem like the solution 
either. We worried that good meaning people without a 
place to bring injured and orphaned birds would bring 
them (and possibly a contagion) into their homes. While 
we have not seen this virus jump to humans yet, there have 
been recent cases of predators like foxes testing positive. 

So what does this mean for WRC and what we do? To 
protect our volunteers and the birds already in our care, we 
have instigated a quarantine protocol to help diminish the 
chance of an outbreak at our center. While we do not have 
the space and funding to quarantine every incoming bird, 
we can put more suspicious cases in a safer environment 
while we test or treat them. 

How can you help? We are in need of donations as 
much as ever with more cleaning products, gloves, etc. 
being used. We are also using more newspaper to line cages 

to save on contaminating laundry space. If you notice a 
deceased wild bird you can report it at 517-336-5030.

What can you do for your chickens/ducks? Whether 
you have a few backyard birds or a large commercial flock, 
following these biosecurity measures can help protect 
Michigan’s domestic birds: 

*  Prevent contact between domestic and wild birds 
by bringing them indoors or ensuring their outdoor area 
is fully enclosed. 

*  Wash your hands before and after handling birds as 
well as when moving between different coops. 

* Disinfect boots and other gear when moving between 
coops. 

* Don’t share equipment or other supplies between 
coops or other farms. 

* Clean and disinfect equipment and other supplies 
between uses. If it cannot be disinfected, discard it. 

* Use well or municipal water as drinking water for 
birds. 

* Keeping poultry feed secure so there is no contact 
between the feed/feed ingredients and wild birds or 
rodents. 

Allyson Swanson is a Licensed Wildlife Rehabilitator 
with Wildlife Rehab Center Ltd, 1504 Union Ave NE, 
Grand Rapids. She has been licensed since 2013 but 
started as a volunteer over twenty years ago. Since 
then she has worked with countless species of birds 
and mammals and has become one of the main local 
resources for Virginia Opossums. She is also the Center’s 
Education Coordinator and does presentations with their 
Educational Ambassador animals. allyson@wildlife-
rehab-center.org – 616-606-5805.

experience. As a general rule, you should always rule out 
any and all medical issues. It’s never a bad idea to contact 
a vet to make sure the issue is in fact behavioral and not 
biological. Some biological issues such as UTIs may be 
confused with a behavioral issue. 

The best practice is “no touch, no talk, no eye contact” 
for about 15 minutes or until the dog naturally settles down. 
Once you do interact with the pup, keep the excitement 
level low. Do a few calm pets palm up scratching under the 
chin, and walk away. Another good tactic is to ask the dog 
to think—ask for a sit or a shake in effort to keep the dog’s 
mind on staying calm and cooperative.  

Most dogs tend to outgrow this behavior naturally 
when they reach social maturity (approximately 1.5 – 2 
years old). If you find yourself struggling with getting this 
behavior under control, it is always a great idea to contact 
a professional trainer to help assist you. 

Robert Crough 
Owner/Professional Trainer 
Paradigm Dog School
616-796- 2275 – paradigmds@gmail.com
www.paradigmdogschool.com
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Mewsings

Words Matter

  By Kristina VanOss

 I recently commented on a post made to social media 
regarding a dog who was attacked by “a pit bull.” After 
expressing my condolences, I inquired as to why it was 
important to specify the supposed breed of the attacker. 
After all, the relevant parts of the story were that one 
dog was injured, the extent of the injuries, the medical 
treatment sought, the costs, the worries, and the fact that 
the dog would recover. I understand the range of emotions 
wrapped around this drama. My dogs have experienced 
unsolicited encounters over the years, and it is very 
upsetting. This poster was understandably soliciting 
sympathy and support for her dog. However, she had left 
out pertinent details of the how, why and where, making 
it difficult to discern who was truly at fault. What was not 
said were details such as whether both dogs were leashed 
and whether it was on one dog’s territory or another’s or 
in a public location. Yet, she chose to be very specific in 
identifying the dog who had caused the damage. A pit bull. 
Why was it not enough to simply state that her dog was 
attacked by another dog?

  My comment—which I thought was phrased 
diplomatically—was met with hostility and the justification 
that it was a pit bull. It caused me to wonder if she would 
have been so specific had the offending dog been something 
other than what she perceived it to be? Even golden 
retrievers can have their bad days. I have known at least 
one bite-happy basset hound. And I have personally been 
bit by three dogs in my lifetime: an Afghan hound, a Jack 
Russell terrier, and a Doberman. None but the Doberman 
have earned an undeserved scandalous breed reputation, 
yet in the case of that incident, the fault was clearly mine. 
(As a youth, I underestimated the length of a tie-out lead 
before I ran across a lawn adjoining the lot where the dog 
was tethered. I am certain he perceived me as a threat.) 

Statistics claim that pit bulls top the list for dog 
bites, followed by rottweilers, German shepherds 
mixed breed, American bulldog, mastiffs, huskies, 
Labradors, and boxers. Skewing those stats is the fact 
that pit bulls outnumber any of the other breeds in this 
country. One stroll through a shelter will confirm that.  I 
wonder what the adjusted statistics would be if calculated 
by the percentage of each breed, rather than the actual 
numbers of reported incidents. I also wonder if bite 
recipients are more likely to report a bite by a pit bull-type 
dog rather than say—a golden doodle—just because of the 
perpetuated stereotypes of each dog; one being a threat, 
the other a cuddly companion.

 According to DNA profile, my own dog, Alice, is mostly 
a mix of pit bull and cattle dog, with a little rottweiler and 
spaniel for good measure. Eight years ago, Alice came to us 
from a rescue as an adult with an unknown past. Despite 
the “dangerous breeds” in her composition, I challenge 
you to find a nicer, gentler, more trustworthy dog. She is 
a friend to all cats and children and spent a few years as a 
regular visitor to my mother’s nursing home, brightening 
the days of many residents. Yet, people who don’t know 
her will cross the street to avoid her based on how she 
looks to them. Some pedestrians have shrieked in fear 
when caught off guard. It is especially sad to see my dog’s 
disappointment when this happens. Alice loves people and 
wants to be loved back by them.

My point, which was clearly missed by some in the 
social media thread, is that it is a disservice to only name 
the breed when it is one with a bad reputation, whether you 
believe it is deserved or not. Dogs are as unique as people 
are. One dog’s breed does not represent all members of 
that breed, just as individual humans do not represent all 
of their specific races. Each dog, like each human, needs 
to be judged individually. The questions we need to ask 
ourselves is why we need to demonize at all, and whether 
it helps or muddles our stories.

 How we choose our words has an impact, whether we 
are describing an event involving people or our pets. As a 
dog-lover, I would wish every dog to get a fair shake at a 
good life, regardless of their actual breed or their perceived 
breed. This can only happen when we consciously choose 
words that do not distract from the point of the story by 
placing blame on a breed that is the current urban legend 
of doom.

Kristina VanOss is an artist, writer, and life-long 
animal lover and advocate. Her latest endeavors include 
chronicling her adventures in cat rescue in an upcoming 
book due to be released later this year.

Kristina’s dog Alice, who according to a DNA profile is 
mostly a mix of pit bull and cattle dog but is also a little 
rottweiler and spaniel.
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Rescue Tidbits
Fig & Friends Pet Rescue: Moon, who is available 
for adoption, is a handsome, 5-year-old domestic short 

hair with white fur and orange 
markings. Life on the streets was 
rough for Moon. A kind caretaker 
looked out for him and last December 
noticed he was limping. She reached 
out for help. Moon is now healed, 
neutered, vaccinated and coming out 
of his shell.  His foster mom says he 
loves to play in his tunnel (which she 

would send with him) and jump after his fish on a string. 
His adoption fee is sponsored, plus he comes with a $50 
Pet Supplies Plus gift card to help purchase litter and food. 
Contact us for an application! figandfriendspetrescue@
gmail.com

A Feral Haven is growing as an organization that 
supports feral/community cats in Ottawa and Allegan 
counties by loaning live traps, and providing spay/neuter 
vouchers and food. Volunteers Needed. We are looking for 
two Board Members and several other volunteers to assist 
on an as-needed basis. Ideally, the board members would 
either have fundraising experience and/or customer 
service skills to assist with daily tasks. Members commit to 
10+ hours a month and a 2-year term. Other volunteering 
opportunities include trap/carrier maintenance and 
caregiver assistance. Please email us what your volunteer 
interests are to get the process started: a.feral.haven.mi@
gmail.com

Hearts of Hope Rescue: Are you a sucker for random 
snuggles? Do puppy dog eyes make your heart go boom? 
Do senior dogs make you swoon? We’ve got couch potatoes, 
Olympic athletes, cuddle bugs, dogs that need a little extra 
love and everything in between! When you foster for Hearts 
of Hope, we do our very best to match you with a dog that 
fits your home and lifestyle. Fostering not only saves the 
life of the dog you are fostering, it makes room for another 
dog to get the care and support they need from shelters 
and rescues. Apply to foster at rescueofhope.com!

Pet Tales Rescue: Kitten season started so much ear-
lier than in previous years. We desperately need people to 
volunteer to foster pregnant cats, moms with kittens and 
litters of kittens left from feral moms. Also, anyone with 
experience with bottle feeding is also very much needed 
as we are seeing many more young orphaned kittens. Pet 
Tales Rescue has a support team with years of experience 
in fostering kittens so you will have to go it alone. We sup-
ply all the food, litter and medication the fosters will need 
in addition to getting them spayed/neutered, vaccinated 
and ready for their new home. pettalesrescueboard@
gmail.com  -  www.pettalesrescue.com.

Pleasant Hearts Pet Food Pantry: FREE Microchip 
Clinics * July 10 & Sept. 18 * 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. * two pets per 
vehicle * first come, first served * 1539 Taylor Ave. N #5, 
Grand Rapids. MI 49505.

Michele’s Rescue: Special Pup Needs Special Home. 
Even on a rainy day, Ollie’s sweet face will melt your heart. 
Ollie is an 8-month-old, medium-sized pup who is a bun-

dle of playful love and energy. He would 
do great with another pup in the house. 
Ollie survived distemper. He has some 
neurological deficits, has suffered from 
seizures and is also nearly blind in one 
eye. His medication manages his seizures 
and the twice-a-day routine is quick and 
easy. Despite his tough beginning, he is 
one happy pup. Come meet this sweet boy 
and we’re sure you’ll fall in love! 
www.michelesrescue.com - 231-798-4935.

Wishbone Pet Rescue Alliance/Wishbone House: 
A history of helping pets find their forever homes—and 
a great team who helps them get there. With a 97% Save 
Rate, in 2021 alone we adopted 512 animals into their 
forever homes! Wishbone Pet Rescue Alliance’s mission 
is to alleviate the pain and suffering of homeless pets by 
providing shelter and veterinary care, and to ultimately 
secure permanent, loving homes for animals in need. You 
can support our mission through our Wishbone House Re-
sale Shop and Cat Adoption Center in Douglas (165 Blue 
Star Hwy) along with community events and celebrations 
all summer long—visit our website and Facebook pages for 
adoption events, fundraisers and benefits. 
www.wishbonepetrescue.org

Heaven Can Wait Animal Haven: Want to help cats 
and love to shop? Visit Heaven Can Wait Resale Store, 
1639 W Sherman, Norton Shores, Michigan. 

Hours: 
Saturday and Sunday: 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday and Tuesday: 
Closed
Wednesday - Friday: 
Noon to 4 p.m.

West Michigan Ferret Connection: Summertime Tip
Ferrets are burrowing animals and they like their sur-
roundings cool and dark. Ferrets cannot sweat and their 
body is not designed to cool itself down. They can dehy-
drate quickly and develop heat stroke in temps over 80 de-
grees. Keep this in mind this summer. Signs of heatstroke: 
lying on the floor, drooling, vomiting, excessive panting, 
open mouth, salivation, wet mouth, mucus from the nose, 
lethargy, red footpads, seizures. Dipping your ferret in wa-
ter is a bad idea. Use a cool wet washcloth (not cold) and 
apply to the body, starting with the tail area and footpads 
(source: www.ferretproblems.com).
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Stop in and visit us at 3604 64th St., Saugatuck, Michigan or 
call us at 269-455-5056 to schedule an appointment.

www.laketowncathospital.com

Dedicated and compassionate care for your furry family 
member is our top priority. In a quiet and feline friendly 
environment we provide:

* Internal medicine
* Ultrasound and X-ray
* Dentistry and oral surgery
* Ophthalmologic surgery
* Feline boarding
* Routine vaccinations and examinations
* Behavioral consultation
* In-house and reference blood work and more

“Compassionate Care 
for all Cats.”

Need more 
customers, clients or volunteers? 

Advertise in

Cats and Dogs
A Magazine Devoted to Companion Animals

Reach more than 10,000 people 
who care about pets.

Contact us at:
catsanddogsmagazine@comcast.net

616-777-0645
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Cannonsville Critters, PO Box 94, Stanton, MI 48888 — cannonsvillecritters@yahoo.com 
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By Ginny Mikita, Animal Chaplain

“‘Closure’ is a terrible word in relationships. Once 
you’ve become attached to somebody, love them, care 
about them—when they’re lost, you still care about them. 
It’s a different dimension, but you can’t just turn it off.” 
- Pauline Boss

I recently began counseling a young woman, Betsy, 
who lost one of her two dogs in a custody dispute with her 
boyfriend. The judge, without regard to the relationship 
Oki and Alex had to one another and to Betsy, awarded 
custody of one dog to each human as they parted ways. 
Betsy is beside herself with grief, and Alex, the dog who 
remained in her care, quit eating, wandering the house 
for days in search of Oki.

Pauline Boss coined the term “ambiguous loss,” 
naming the reality that every loss does not hold a promise 
of anything like resolution. In the realm of companion 
animal loss, the most common ambiguous losses are 
those like Betsy’s—the loss of an animal through a divorce 
and custody ruling or the loss of an animal who wanders 
away and goes missing indefinitely. 

Ambiguous losses differ from more typical losses 
due to an animal’s death or those experienced by foster 
families upon releasing an animal to her permanent 
adoptive home in which there may be agreed-upon 
updates and periodic visits. And unlike child custody 
cases, in which most courts provide for visitation and 
continued nurturing of the parent-child relationship, this 
is generally not the case in companion animal custody 
matters.

Ambiguous loss stalls the grieving and mourning 
process. The awareness of an animal’s continued 
presence and uncertainty around his well-being in the 
world is difficult to shake as we move through our days. 

Ambiguous loss makes us feel incompetent. It erodes our 
sense of control and can destroy our belief in the world as 
a fair, orderly and manageable place.

If you or someone you know experiencing ambiguous 
loss, here are some gentle suggestions: 

1. Give a name to what you’re experiencing. Just 
knowing that what you’re going through has a name 
and being able to recognize it is the first step in building 
resilience to the loss. 

2. Attend a companion animal loss grief support 
group and, if possible, one at which the attendees are 
experiencing this specific type of loss.

3. Find a therapist.
4. Engage in a ritual to honor the loss—outside or 

in, incorporating candles, poems/prayers, song, items of 
your beloved’s (a collar, toys, blankets), with or without 
others—whatever soothes your soul and heals your heart.

5.  Celebrate what remains. 
6. Finally, there is a company—thepetpillow.com—

that will create a custom-shaped plush pillow using a 
photograph of your beautiful companion, starting at 
$9.95.

www.quickfixvet.com
Schedule your appointment online

Evening appointments for sick pets
Affordable dental cleanings

Low-cost spay/neuter
Vaccinations
Urgent care

Microchipping
Wellness checks

Common surgeries
Flavored medications

Cryotherapy

Our Mission: To prevent the unnecessary euthanasia of 
healthy dogs and cats by providing quality, reduced-
cost spay and neuter surgeries, and to provide low-cost 
basic services to those who need it.

Ambiguous Loss
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Feral Cat Support Services

Community Resource Guide

Humane Societies/Shelters

Kent County Animal Shelter
740 Fuller Ave. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-632-7300 - www.accesskent.com/kcas

Allegan County Animal Shelter
2293  33rd Street, Allegan, MI 49010
269-686-5112  -  www.petfinder.com/shelters/MI299.html

Harbor Humane Society
14345 Bagley Street (at US 31), West Olive, MI 49460
616-399-2119  -  www.harborhumane.org

Humane Society of West Michigan
3077 Wilson Drive NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616-453-8900 - www.hswestmi.org

Ionia County Animal Shelter
3853 Sparrow Drive, Ionia, MI 48846
616-527-9040 - www.petfinder.com/shelters/MI342.html

Rescue Groups

Cemeteries

A Feral Haven
Supporting feral/community cats in Ottawa and Allegan Counties by 
loaning live traps, and providing spay/neuter vouchers and food. 
http://www.aferalhavenmi.org – 616-377-4783
a.feral.haven.mi@gmail.com

Pet In-Home Hospice
Heaven at Home Pet Hospice
In-home pet hospice, palliative pet care and euthanasia for 
companion animals
616-498-1316  – doc@pethospicevet.com 
www.pethospicevet.com

Wolf Song Enterprises, LLC
Animal behavior consulting, Animal training, Animal talent
Wolfsongenterprises@gmail.com – 231-744-7141

Pet Training

Clock Timeless Pets
1469 Peck St., Muskegon, MI 49441
231-722-3721 - www.clocktimelesspets.com

Noah’s Pet Cemetery & Crematory
2727 Orange Ave. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546
616-949-1390 – noahspc@comcast.net
www.noahspetcemetery.com

Sleepy Hollow Pet Cemetery
2755 64th St. SW, Byron Center, MI 49315
616-538-6050  –  www.sleepyhollowpc.com
info@sleepyhollowpc.com

Pet Boarding/Sitters
Canine Country Club
In-home pet sitting and dog walking
231-755-3230

BestPals Animal Rescue Center
13888 Blair St., Holland, MI 49424 
Call for appointment, 616-212-3368
www.bestpalsarc.wix.com – bestpalsarc@gmail.com

Cannonsville Critters 
Michelle Hocking — Helping cats in Montcalm County
 989-287-2553 — www.cannonsvillecritters.org

Pound Buddies Animal Shelter & Adoption Center 
3279 E Laketon Ave., Muskegon, MI 49442
231-724-6500 - www.poundbuddies.org

Pet Services
Pleasant Hearts Pet Food Pantry
1539 Taylor Ave. N #5, Grand Rapids, MI 49505
info@pleasantheartspetfoodpantry.org
www.pleasantheartspetfoodpantry.org
Distribution is every other Saturday, email with any questions

Paradigm Dog School, LLC
Professional dog training and doggie daycare
616-796- 2275 – paradigmds@gmail.com
www.paradigmdogschool.com

Continued on page 22

Mackenzie’s Animal Sanctuary  
‘A home along the way’ for dogs in need 
Adopt - Volunteer - Donate  
8935 Thompson Rd. Lake Odessa, MI 48849 
www.mackenzies.info

Headin’ Home Pet Rescue, Inc.
185 Panther Dr., Holland, MI 49424
616-886-1474 - headinhomerescue@sbcglobal.net
www.headinhomerescue.org

Hearts of Hope Dog Rescue
Until there are none, rescue one
616-366-8455 - rescueofhope@gmail.com
www.rescueofhope.com

Summer 2022  •  www.catsanddogsmagazine.com

Michele’s Rescue
501c3 non-profit companion animal rescue
301 Alten Ave. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
231-798-4935 — michelesrescue@gmail.com
https://michelesrescue.com

Fig and Friends Pet Rescue
“Every pet deserves a chance”
Facebook.com/figandfriendspetrescue
616-320-2400 — figandfriendspetrescue@gmail.com
www.figandfriendspetrescue.org

Muskegon Humane Society - a no kill, non-profit shelter
2640 Marquette Ave., Muskegon, MI 49442
231-773-8689  -  www.muskegonhumanesociety.org
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C-SNIP 
Reduced cost, high-quality, non-profit veterinary services
Spay/neuter, vaccinations, wellness and basic treatments
For appointment and more information visit www.csnip.org
or call 616-455-8220

Spay/Neuter

West Michigan Ferret Connection
Rescue - Adoption - Boarding  - Education     
Dee Gage,  616-447-2978  -  wmfc2001@att.net
www.westmichiganferretconnection.com
LIKE West Michigan Ferret Connection on Facebook

Reuben’s Room Cat Rescue 
Jeanine Buckner
A no-kill, non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization
www.reubensroom.org
catrescuereubensroom@gmail.com

Wishbone Pet Rescue Alliance
Managing the Allegan County Animal Shelter
P.O. Box 124, Douglas, MI 49406
269-455-5247  -  www.wishbonepetrescue.org

Community Resource Guide

Specialty Businesses

Veterinarians

Wildlife Rehab Center
1504 Union Ave. NE, Grand Rapids
616-361-6109 – www.wildlife-rehab-center.org

Wildlife

Quick Fix Veterinary Clinic
www.quickfixvet.com
Affordable routine care, dental cleanings, spay/neuter and more.

Continued from page 21

Quick Fix Veterinary Clinic
www.quickfixvet.com
Affordable routine care, dental cleanings, spay/neuter and more.

BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY

616-949-1390

www.noahspetcemetery.com

noahspc@comcast.net

Wishbone House Thrift Store and Cat Adoption Center 
Household items, pet items and more
165 Blue Star Hwy, Douglas, MI 49406
269-455-5247 

Laketown Cat Hospital
3604 64th Street, Saugatuck, MI 49453
(269)455-5056  mail@laketowncathospital.com
www.laketowncathospital.com

The Next Chapter Pet Rescue
Where pets find their happily ever after
www.facebook.com/nextchapterpetrescue
616-606-0911 - nextchapterpetrescue@gmail.com
www.nextchapterpetrescue.rescuegroups.org

Pet Tales Rescue
A non-profit, volunteer, foster-based, all-breed dog/cat rescue.
Kathy Brown, P.O. Box 88084, Kentwood, MI 49518
616-446-1591  – pettalesrescueboard@gmail.com 
www.pettalesrescue.com – www.facebook.com/pettalesrescue

Need more 
customers, clients or volunteers? 

Advertise in

Cats and Dogs
A Magazine Devoted to Companion Animals

Reach more than 10,000 people 
who care about pets.

Contact us at:
catsanddogsmagazine@comcast.net

616-777-0645
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